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As We Gather
Who is the son of Abraham? Like Adam and Eve before them, Abram and
Sarai also received a promise from the Lord concerning their descendants.
God pledged that Abram’s offspring would be as numerous as the stars in
the sky. But as this childless couple grew older, their patience with God’s
promise grew thinner. Having decided to take matters into their own hands,
Abram has a son by Hagar, a servant who was not his wife. Yet, in His grace
and  mercy,  God  still  fulfills  the  promise  of  another  son,  Isaac,  born  to
impatient Abram and Sarai. Through him, in God’s perfect timing, the Lord
would finally send the true Son of Abraham, Jesus Christ, into the world.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 8-11 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                 TLH 56 – Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring

Invocation
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Sentences                                                    Psalm 146:3-5

P Put not your trust in princes, 
C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
P When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; 
C on that very day his plans perish. 
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the LORD his God.

Confession and Absolution
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
C we have sinned against You in our thoughts, in our words, in our 

deeds, and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in 
peace. 

P By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we 
are forgiven. Let us rest in His peace until the rising of the sun, when we
shall serve Him in newness of life. 

C Amen.                                
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Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who in spite of 
the impatience of Abram and Sarai still graciously kept Your promise to 
them of a son and countless descendants. Enlighten our darkness by the 
light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to 
our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and 
we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Epistle Reading                                                    Galatians 4:21-5:1
21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law?
22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and
one by a free woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born according to the
flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise.  24 Now
this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One
is  from Mount Sinai,  bearing children for slavery;  she is  Hagar.  25 Now
Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem,
for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and
she is our mother. 27 For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not
bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of
the desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a husband.”
28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that
time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born
according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what does the Scripture say?
“Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall
not  inherit  with the son of the free woman.”  31 So,  brothers,  we are not
children of the slave but of the free woman. 1 For freedom Christ has set us
free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
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Psalm of the Day                                                       Psalm 25:1-10

P To you, O LORD, 
C I lift up my soul. 
P O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 
C let not my enemies exult over me. 
P Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
C they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
P Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
C teach me your paths. 
P Lead  me  in  your  truth  and  teach  me,  for  you  are  the  God  of  my  

salvation; 
C for you I wait all the day long. 
P Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 
C for they have been from of old. 
P Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
C according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your 

goodness, O LORD! 
P Good and upright is the LORD; 
C therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
P He leads the humble in what is right, 
C and teaches the humble his way. 
P All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
C for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

Gospel Reading                                                              Luke 3:1-9
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor  of  Judea,  and  Herod being tetrarch of  Galilee,  and  his  brother
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch
of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he went into
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the
prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord,  make  his  paths  straight.  5 Every  valley  shall  be  filled,  and  every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight,
and the rough places shall become level ways,  6 and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God.’ ”  7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be
baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is
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able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe
is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

Readings Response
P In many and various ways,  God spoke to His people of old by the  

prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Confession of Faith             Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and
death.
All  this  He  did  that  I  should  be  His  own,  and  live  under  Him  in  His
kingdom,  and  serve  Him  in  everlasting  righteousness,  innocence,  and
blessedness, just as He has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.
This is most certainly true.

Hymn                                      TLH 645 – Behold, a Branch is Growing
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Sermon Text                                                              Genesis 16:1-6
1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female
Egyptian  servant  whose  name  was  Hagar.  2 And  Sarai  said  to  Abram,
“Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to
my servant;  it  may be  that  I  shall  obtain  children  by  her.”  And Abram
listened to the voice of Sarai.  3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the
land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant,
and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife.  4 And he went in to Hagar,
and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked
with contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong
done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she
saw that  she had conceived,  she looked on  me with  contempt.  May the
LORD judge between you and me!”  6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold,
your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt
harshly with her, and she fled from her.

This is My Son: Ishmael

Offertory                                                                       TLH 50 st. 2
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Hymn                                           WS 705 – Come, O Long-Expected Jesus

General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                         TLH 420 (1, 4-5) – My Jesus, as Thou Wilt

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
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